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I n tbs space in fie February/March

lissl€ ot Canadian Ene.Eencv Neu s I

I outlned my vision of using CEN to

create a national forum to bring together
the sundry staLeholder grouPs in

Canadian EMS. At that time I was
pleased to welcome the EmergencY
Medical Service Chiefs of Canada
(EMSCC) and the SocietY for

Prehospitat Educators in Canada
(SPEC) to rhis group, joining the
Paramedic Association of Canada' the

orfaflo Param€dic Association and the
Pammedic Association of Mamtoba- At
ilnt time I also expressed my hope that I

would b€ able to continue to add and

introduce new stakeholder groups. wel'

I'm happy to welcome anothel new
group as of Lhis issue. The occupahonal-
Fint Aid Attendants Associatron or
British Columbia (OFAAABC) has

taken out a group subscdption to CEN
for its members, and commencing with

this issue they will provide news each

lssue about lhe developments taking
place in their association l have long

felt that worLTlace health and safety'
like ERs and community healtt" is a nat

ural extension of the EMS field' and I
welcome the PersPective that the

OFAAABC can bring to the magazne
I hope that I can continue to announce

new groups tbat join in ihe CEN forum

through goup subscriptions and publi-

cation of news about theil association. If
you association is interested, please con-

tact me to get more details
A couple of editorial features make

their debuts this issue as well. Chris

Farnady, a PCP ftom Bradford, Ont ' is
going to be providing a series of ar"ticles
dealing with infectious drseases. The

first afticle in this senes appean on Page
58. On a somewhat related theme, well-

known and long-time CEN wdter

Heather MacKenzie-Carey has provided

the fust of a three part series on respond-
ins to a oandemic influenza outbreak
HJather's articte appears on page t8 l

hope readerc wil find these series of

articles infornative and usetul
I'd also like to alraw rcaders attenlon

to a new series that made its debut last

issue, but which I didn't have space to

in[rcduce at that time Jan Jensen is an

Po//,tL,*b tl/uux
ACP working in Halifax's ground

ambulance system, and she has agreed
to conhibute an ongoing senes on
research and evidence based Paramedic
pnctice. I fiink this is a topic t}lat is
impoftant to the dev€lopment of pam_

medicine, and I am delighted that Jan
has ageed to rake on this topic for CEN.

Those arc the new iaems of business
for CEN for lhis issue. While I'm writ-

ing about this issue lhough, l'd like to

congratulate the North Bay Professional
Paramedics Association for the two suc-

cessful resuscitations they made thanks

to their public access defibri ation Fo-
gram. A fuIl account of their great work

appears starting on the next Page
Congratulations guys!

lnoking ahead to next issue, I want

to invite everyone to send in pictures of
what their seNice did for EMS Week

2007. I have received a few already' and

if enough aI€ sent in I wil Publish a
photo feature of what everybody across
ilanada did to c€lebraie EMS Week. ff
you have any quesdons, send me an e-

marl at c€n@emsnews.com or call me at

800-567491L
Last and least, I have been told at

times over the years that I should pub-

lish my picn{€ in ftis spac€. I drink ifs

so that people can single me out for my

fajr share of abuse when I appear at con-
ferences. I have resisted because I don't
want to be the "face' of d)e magazine'
but I was finatly talk€d into it at the

EMS Chiefs of Canada conference in
Winnipeg ai the end of May You can file

this under 'Be Carelirl What You Ask

For:'
Have a safe and haPPY summer

-Lyle Blumhagen
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LEFT TO ruGHT: Jim Stewart, EMS Manager, Rocco Rossl. CEO Heart & Stroke Foundauon of oniario and Marc
Picard, Chaimm of the Lif€line PAD Program in front of the Gateway of the North sign ln North Bay. Ontario dur-
ing Rocco's Ride Yonge-Stay Young adventure.

l l  I*  *  sreat Io be aLive. '

lMichael Langevin. rhe tather
lof  rwo said, in a simple yet

po;gnant expression of gatitude dudng
a media conference at the North Bay,
Ontario waterfront on May 24, 2007.

Langevin, 45, credits a Public
Access Defibnllator (PAD) for saving
his life after he suffered a heart atlack
at the Sturgeon Falls, Ont., arena on
April 13, 2007.

He shar€d his story to promote a
Heart and Sfioke Foundation of
Ontario fundraising campaign which
provided $22.500 to lhe Lifeline Public
Access Deflbrillator Project, which is
installing an additional five of the com-
puterized medical devices in high
schools in the Nipissing District.

Delivering the funding news was
Rocco Rossi, the foundation\ chief

CIIASE MCEACEERN.

executive office! who was nearing the
completion of a 22 day cycling trip to
benefit the Chase McEachern Tribute
Fund. His soal of $250,000 for rhe
"Ride Yonge Stay Young adventure
will go towards the Heart and Stroke
Chase McEachem Tribute Fund. Rocco
is cycling the length of Yoirge Street,
the longest street in the world, from
Rainy Rjver to Toronto. a distance of
1,900 km, ovef 19 days.

Chase McEachern died at the age of
11 after his heart failed during gym
class, not long after ihe young Barie
hockey fan wrote a letter to Don
Cheny on Coach's Corner as paft ofhis
dream to get defibrillators in every
arena in the province. Chase was moti
vated by his own hean condiiion lnd
the heroic actions of a trainer who used
a defibrillator to save a Detroit Red
wings player. Jiri Fischer, wbo col
Iapsed on the bench from a similar
hean defect. Read more about Chase's
story at wwwchasemfoundation.com.

hngevin's story srarted at an old'
timers hockey garne during lhe annual
tournament at the West Nipissing
Community Centre on April 13, 200?.
The proceeds from the same tourna-
nent lhe previous year had been donai-
ed to the Lifeline Public Access
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flM STECIARI, EMS Manager and Enn Atexander, Peamedic, instru.t a
Public Access Defibrlllator course to the Dislrict Arena Manasers OrouD in
North Bay, Ontario.

RESCITERS TIM MORRIS (lefLland Gilles Villeneuve in front olthe Lifclinc
Public Access Defibrillators at Pele Pelangio Arcna in Nofth Bay.

Dcllbrillator Program to help install a
PAD at lhal same arena. One year later
at  thc same toumanrent ,  midway
thruugh the fi|st period, their don:rtion
would pay off in a big way. Michael
Lrngevnr was skating to the bench tbr
r  l ine change when he col lapsed
uDconscious to the ice.

As one bystarder called 911 fiom
lrcr ccll phone. anothef raced lbr the
P,\D in Lhc lobby. Bystandeh started
their firsr ;rid assessment and fealized
very quickly that Langevin had no
pulsc and was not brcathirg. They
srdcd CPR.

''Il it hrd not been for the Litaline
Public Access Dcfibrillator (PAD) sta-
tioned in rhc Sturgeon FaLls Arcna."
Gi l les Vi l lcncuvc says,  h is  l i fe long
fiiend "mos1 likcly would not be alive
loday. '

Villcncuvc wNs playing hockey with
Langevin and srys he turned around
expecring a pxss. bll nrsteid found his
teamm.rte rnd liicnd down on the ice.

"I thonghl he had .r concussion. so I
checked on him rDd hc had no vilal
signs."

''I-le had no tulse and his heafi was
noL bcating. so I made eye contacr with
my wi fc  ro cr l l9 l l . "  he expla ined.

ln lhe intcrim two ol'f duty nurces
ca c down onro thc ice and stafied
CPR. Thc PAD was quickly applied
md onc shock was deliveredjusr prior
to Wcst Nipissing Paramedics arriving.
TIcy coDtirucd trcatment a|d trans-
porlcd Lrngevin to Wesl Nipissiog
Gcncr.rl Hospihl.

ViUeneu!e says thc defibrillator is
easy lo usc and the diagrams sbow you
whrl to do rnd thc machine talks you
through drc process.

' ' I1s s t i l l  ennxional .  I  s tood lbr  h i  r
in his wcdding." he says.

"ln my book. drcrc was very little
ch:rnce hc would hrve made it. we
were very forLorrc to have the equip,
nenL on brnd rnd rt's user fiiendly.'

WithiD lwo houN oi the cardiac
.rrrcst, D. D{vid Henstridge. Presldenl
and Mcdicr l  Di rec iof ,  Hea[ZAP
Serv iccs sLr tcd that  Langevin was
donrg we1l ,  l rxvmgrcgamedconscious-
ress.  "PADS work and save l ives.
Thanks 10 {ll lhc people who take the
lime 1o fftrnote AEDS, educare and
br iD rhe publ ic l l "  he stated.
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Michael Langevin is al;ve today
because.like 22 otherlocations such as
other arenas, community centres and
now high schools in Nipissing District,
the West Nipissing Arena where he
played hockey is equipped with a PAD
coutesy of the Lifeline Public Access
Defi brillator Progranr.

It is fiiting thrt the Norrh Bay
P.ofessional Paramedics Association
(NBPPA) was able to kick off Narional
VolunteerWeekin May 2007 with such
a lremendous announcement. All mem-
bers of the NBPPA a.e volunteers and
are involved in the delivery of EMS in
the District of Nipissing-

A second PAD ai a different local
arena was used later during thar same
month. On April 26, 2007, goaltender
Glen Arthu was involved in rhe best
save of lhe toumament. IroDically. it
brd litde to do with hockey, except thar
Pete Pelangio Arena where he was
playing is also equipped with a PAD
thanks to the Lifeline Pubiic Access
Defibrillator program.

Midway through the tirst period of
the game in North Bay, GIen Arhur,
55, skated to the bench fof a resr. He
collapsed on his teammates who quick-
ly realized this wasn't ajoke.

Spectator Tim Moris noiiced lhe
aclion a! the visiror's bench and raced
for the defibrillator "I think I scared
the securjty guard. I kicked the door
open to lhe lobby, grabbed the PAD
and ran." Monis stated. Meanwhile. off
duty Pafanedic Bret Foisy, r€cogniz-
ing thatArthur was without apulse and
not breathing. began CPR.

Monis who is a fitness co ordinator
a1 CFB Norih Bay and a cerified
national lifeguard says he renews his
lifesaving certifications annually but
never thought he would ever have ro
use ihem. Monis had no kDowledge of
how to use the PAD but agreed in thar
stressful time tbe machine was very

"The machine talks you through the

"It they (the Lifeline conmi!tee) are
working to add the machines in dilTer,
ent venues I an fully supportive of
theireffonand will publicly say itdoes
wo.k," Monis said.

Litde more than two minutes after
the PAD was appiicd, Athuis heart

was beatirg again thanks 1() a shock
from the Zoll Public Access
Defibrillato..

"If it wasn't there and those people
hadn'1 junrped into action, I wouldn't
be here today," Afthur said a few days
later from his hospital bed at the Norh
BiyGeneral Hospital. He was awaiting
lfansfer to an Ottawa Hospilal for fur,

Anhur. director of recrearion for the
Town of Arnprior. Ont., has nothing
bu( paise for the local program spear
headed by the North Bay Professional
Paramedics Association (NBPPA) and
rhe Dist r ic t  o f  Nip iss ing socia l
Serviccs Administration Board
(DNSSAB).

Lifeline is an exciting and unique
partnership between The NBPPA and
DNSSAB. Their combined effors
spearhead a projeci called "Lifeline

Every Minute is a Lifetime and its
goal is 1() place PADS in community
cenires and high trafiic areas in the
Nipissing Dislrict.

Since February 2005. 23 locations
have been equipped under the Lifeline
Projecr wifi the gratelul assisiance of
several local sponsors, The Hean and
Stroke Founda6on of Ontario and the
Heart and S!rcke Chase McEachem
Tribuc Fund. All sponsors and sup
poners afe lisled on the websilc at
wwwLifelinePAD.ca.

Not only does the pojecl place a
PAD on the site. it also includcs hain,
ing tlre enployees on iis use and local
EMS take clre of long-ierm mainte

The installation of rhe PADS, pu.
chrsed drrough a locai company,
HearZAP Services Inc, includes a two
slrge alarm. The PADS ffc mounted in
a meial cabine! and when rbe cabinet
door is opened. an audible alarm and
red light are activated. The alarm is two
fold, as it warns others that there is a
medical emergency in fie vicinity and

Once the PAD unit is renovcd from
the case. a second alarm is activated ar
ihe True S(eelalarm monitoring starion
and the cme.gency services are lmmc
diately cont&ted through rhe Norrh

to call 9 I I in an emergency. which pro
vides additional information ao the
responding eme.gency personnel
including rhe exact location of the

The Lilbline project is unique in
thai il is the first PAD projecr tha! relies
solely on fuDdraising. Other PAD proj
ects .re city funded.

The NBPPA ;s also collaborating
with lhe Advanced Coronary
Treatment Foundation (ACT) and in
May 2007 launched a high school CPR
program thar will see a ioral of 1,300
grade 9 students trained in CPR. This
program will also evolve inlo a Public
Access Defi brillator Program.

Langevin, who works in North Bat
is now recovedng from a quadruple
bypass and iea.ning more about the
hereditary heart condition thal has
claimed six ofhis mother's siblings.

''Everyone drinks they are invinci
ble, Langevin said, noting he was in
excellent condilion before the atiack
two shifts into his 75th hockey game of

As an active Dran "l thougbt it
would nevcr happen ... bui it did," he

About The NBPPA
Tlrc North Bqr Prcfessional

Paratne.lics Association is a charita-
ble oryanization, reSistered on
Oct.,ber 27, 1999.

Thc purpose of the NBPPA is tt)
proride eneryenc! nedical serices at
contllunnr efen$ wkere a rcqutar
si.e anbulance is not accessible,
practical or ardilable.The NBPPA
also pronot"s EnergencJ Me.lical
Servnes throughout the connunitJ bl
participatinS in conmunitt ewnts,
public rcktions, sponsorship oJ local

louth groups dntl ewnts as welL as
c ht r itable ll o n tt ions.

Througho ns histor\ the NRPPA
has evolred into a district-tride 6so
ciation. A ndber nust be inwbe.l in
thc detiveDr o.f Energenct Medical
Serri&s in the District af Nipissitlg.
Therc are oJAes or dues assaciated
||ith klenbcrchip.All nenberc arc

For .,r. infornation, risit the

wtr\r.tlorthboy enbu lanc e.,: a

Bav Central
Communication Cenrre.

The NBPPA still adviscs the public

J ! f s - l .  e 0 0 7


